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couiitV Calamy only says, he had a ruffle with bishop Laud,
while at his height.

Had Cheynel been equal to his adversary in greatness
and learning, it had not. been easy to have found eitter a
more proper opposite; for they were both, to the last de-
gree, zealous, active, and pertinacious, and would have
afforded mankind a spectacle of resolution and boldness
not often to be seen. But the amusement of beholding
the straggle would hardly have been without danger, as
they were too fiery not to have comiminicated their heat,
though it should have produced a conflagration of their
country.

About the year 1641, when the whole nation was en-
gaged iti the controversy about the rights of the church,
and necessity of episcopacy, he declared himself a presby-
terian, and an enemy to bishops, liturgies, ceremonies; and
was considered, as one of the most learned and acute of his
party; for, having spent much of his life in a college, it
cannot be doubted that he had a considerable knowledge
of books, which the vehemence of His temper enabled him
often to display, wheri a more timorous man would have
been silent, though in learning not his inferiour.

When the war broke out, Mr. Cheynel, in consequence
of his principles, declared himself for the parliament; and,
as he appears to have held it as a first principle, that all
great and noble spirits abhor neutrality, there is no doubt
but:that he exerted himself to gain proselytes, and to pro-
mote the interest of that party, which he had thought it his
duty to espouse. These endeavours were so much regarded
by the parliament, that, having taken the covenant, he was
nominated one of the assembly of divines, who were to
meet at Westminster for the settlement of the new dis-
cipline.

This distinction drew, necessarily, upon him the hatred of
the cavaliers; and his living being not far distant from the
king's head-quarters, he received a visit from some of the
troops, who, as he affirms, plundered his house, and drove
hini from'it. His living, which was, I suppose, considered